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SALISH WEAVE COLLECTION  -  BOX SET I 

The Salish Weave Collection is a private collection of contemporary Coast Salish art that weaves together the 

distinctive forms and designs of established and emerging artists.  The collection stems from and resides mainly 

on traditional Coast Salish Territories.  The purpose of the collection is to support and promote awareness of 

artists who are contributing to the revival of Coast Salish art. 

(More information about the Salish Weave Collection can be found at salishweave.com) 

Title/Object:  Over Black Tusk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Artist:  Susan Point 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Artist: Susan Point                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In this work, Susan Point engages in visual punning in which she presents the 

form of the mountain in Coast Salish lands also known as Garibaldi Park as both 

the body of Thunderbird who resides in the mountains and as the face of a 

recumbent person.  The striation of the land forms also suggest the nearby waves 

of the Pacific Ocean in Howe Sound.  In this way all four worlds are represented 

and unified. 

by Kerry Mason, Art Historian
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SALISH WEAVE COLLECTION  -  BOX SET I 

The Salish Weave Collection is a private collection of contemporary Coast Salish art that weaves together the 

distinctive forms and designs of established and emerging artists.  The collection stems from and resides mainly 

on traditional Coast Salish Territories.  The purpose of the collection is to support and promote awareness of 

artists who are contributing to the revival of Coast Salish art.  

(More information about the Salish Weave Collection can be found at salishweave.com) 

Title/Object:  Thunderbird and Killer Whale 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Artist:  lessLIE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A long time ago, a supernatural whale occupying Cowichan Bay blocked off the 
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SALISH WEAVE COLLECTION  -  BOX SET I 

The Salish Weave Collection is a private collection of contemporary Coast Salish art that weaves together the 

distinctive forms and designs of established and emerging artists.  The collection stems from and resides mainly 

on traditional Coast Salish Territories.  The purpose of the collection is to support and promote awareness of 

artists who are contributing to the revival of Coast Salish art. 

(More information about the Salish Weave Collection can be found at salishweave.com) 

Title/Object:  Swan Drum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Title/Object:  Swan Drum (cont’d) 

 

 

(Continued on next page) 

This is a very meaningful piece for me. It’s about the relationship between my 

Auntie and I. My parents chose my Auntie Lindy as my godmother when I was 

very young. I used to call her son my god-brother and everyone used to laugh 

about that because there was no such thing. When my parents passed on she 

explained right away, that it was her job as well as my Uncle John’s, to take 

over now, as my parents. It always felt like she was that person for me anyway. 

She was always there for me. She’s helped and guided me and has been a strong 

force in my life. She said to me, ‘”I’ve watched you do many things, but when 

you finally started doing art, I felt that you were really doing what you were 

supposed to be doing.” 

In the Saanich way, your aunts and uncles teach you. My Auntie Lindy has 

been a spiritual guide to me, always. She is a strong woman. A star woman. 

Her name is COSINIYE.  Because of my connection to my Auntie as a child 

and growing up, I have always valued her beauty and her name, which was 
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SALISH WEAVE COLLECTION  -  BOX SET II 

The Salish Weave Collection is a private collection of contemporary Coast Salish art that weaves together the 

distinctive forms and designs of established and emerging artists.  The collection stems from and resides mainly 

on traditional Coast Salish Territories.  The purpose of the collection is to support and promote awareness of 

artists who are contributing to the revival of Coast Salish art. 

(More information about the Salish Weave Collection can be found at salishweave.com) 

Title/Object:  Middle Point 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Artist:  lessLIE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In the spirit of spindle whorls, this contemporary Coast Salish design 

depicts four salmon heads in a circle. The middle point in this design 

symbolizes the artistic void in Coast Salish art, which has been filled by the 

work of Susan Point. The salmon heads and spindle whorl symbolize 

cultural perpetuation, while the middle point symbolizes the strong role that 

Susan Point has played in inspiring and influencing a younger generation of 

contemporary Coast Salish artists. 
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SALISH WEAVE COLLECTION  -  BOX SET II 

The Salish Weave Collection is a private collection of contemporary Coast Salish art that weaves together the 

distinctive forms and designs of established and emerging artists.  The collection stems from and resides mainly 
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SALISH WEAVE COLLECTION  -  BOX SET II 

The Salish Weave Collection is a private collection of contemporary Coast Salish art that weaves together the 

distinctive forms and designs of established and emerging artists.  The collection stems from and resides mainly 

on traditional Coast Salish Territories.  The purpose of the collection is to support and promote awareness of 

artists who are contributing to the revival of Coast Salish art. 

(More information about the Salish Weave Collection can be found at salishweave.com) 

Title/Object:  Eagle Nest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Artist:  Andy Everson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Coming from the K’omoks First Nation is very interesting. Our language is a Salishan 

language and anthropologists, in turn, classify us as Coast Salish. History, however, 

has ensured that alliances have tied us more closely with the Kwakwaka’wakw people 

to the north. To many Salish, we are seen as Kwakwaka’wakw and to many 

Kwakwaka’wakw, we are seen as Salish. 

“Eagle Nest” encapsulates a lot of feelings around this. For many First Nations living 

today, we are faced with living in a dual world: at once traditional and at the same 

time contemporary. For those of us who are K’omoks, we take this one step further 

and balance our traditional lives with being both Salish and Kwakwaka’wakw. 

While I know of no traditional K’omoks spindle whorls in museum collections, it 

d

https://salishweave.com/


Note: Reproduction of these works of art is strictly prohibited without the permission of the artist. 

Photo credit for images: Janet Dwyer | Educator notes created by School District 79 in collaboration with the Artists and Salish Weave. 
Page 14 of 38 

 

SALISH WEAVE COLLECTION  -  BOX SET II 

The Salish Weave Collection is a private collection of contemporary Coast Salish art that weaves together the 

distinctive forms and designs of established and emerging artists.  The collection stems from and resides mainly 

on traditional Coast Salish Territories.  The purpose of the collection is to support and promote awareness of 

artists who are contributing to the revival of Coast Salish art. 

(More information about the Salish Weave Collection can be found at salishweave.com) 

Title/Object:  Devotion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Artist:  Susan A. Point 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Susan Point, born in 1952, is a Coast Salish artist from the Musqueam First 

Nation in Vancouver, B.C.  Susan was taught the traditional values of her culture 

and the legends of her people by her late mother, Edna Grant-Point and her late 

uncle, Dominic Point.  Susan began her artistic career in January 1981 designing 

and creating jewelry.  At that time, Coast Salish art was not as well-known as 

other First Nations art of the northwest coast.  Eager to learn more about Salish 

art form, Susan researched and consulted with museums and libraries in Canada 

and the USA as well as her uncle, Professor Michael Kew, at the University of 
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SALISH WEAVE COLLECTION  -  BOX SET II 

The Salish Weave Collection is a private collection of contemporary Coast Salish art that weaves together the 

distinctive forms and designs of established and emerging artists.  The collection stems from and resides mainly 

on traditional Coast Salish Territories.  The purpose of the collection is to support and promote awareness of 

artists who are contributing to the revival of Coast Salish art. 

(More information about the Salish Weave Collection can be found at salishweave.com) 

Title/Object:  Spa Eth (Bear) 
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SALISH WEAVE COLLECTION  -  BOX SET II 

The Salish Weave Collection is a private collection of contemporary Coast Salish art that weaves together the 

distinctive forms and designs of established and emerging artists.  The collection stems from and resides mainly 

on traditional Coast Salish Territories.  The purpose of the collection is to support and promote awareness of 

artists who are contributing to the revival of Coast Salish art. 

(More information about the Salish Weave Collection can be found at salishweave.com) 
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SALISH WEAVE COLLECTION  -  BOX SET II 

The Salish Weave Collection is a private collection of contemporary Coast Salish art that weaves together the 

distinctive forms and designs of established and emerging artists.  The collection stems from and resides mainly 
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SALISH WEAVE COLLECTION  -  BOX SET II 

The Salish Weave Collection is a private collection of contemporary Coast Salish art that weaves together the 

distinctive forms and designs of established and emerging artists.  The collection stems from and resides mainly 

on traditional Coast Salish Territories.  The purpose of the collection is to support and promote awareness of 

artists who are contributing to the revival of Coast Salish art. 

(More information about the Salish Weave Collection can be found at salishweave.com) 

Title/Object:  Salmon Cycle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Artist:  John Marston 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this serigraph, which is his first work in this media, John Marston is expressing the 

importance and complexity of the crucial salmon life cycle.  Historically, salmon was the 

mainstay of the Coast Salish people.  Cultural practice conformed to the life cycle of the 

salmon, with the ceremonial season heralded by the spawning salmon.  Thunderbird 

appears in this serigraph for its significant link between the supernatural Thunderbird and 

the well-being of the Coast Salish people.  Many legends and songs focus on this 

relationship.  Marston includes the four stages of the Salmon cycle from egg through 

spawning.  Eagle, for its relationship with Salmon is included in the design.  The 

traditional design elements of circles and crescents are repeated to emphasize the 

influence of the moon in spawning and the natural four phases of the moon.  Both cycles 
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SALISH WEAVE COLLECTION  -  BOX SET III 

The Salish Weave Collection is a private collection of contemporary Coast Salish art that weaves together the 

distinctive forms and designs of established and emerging artists.  The collection stems from and resides mainly 
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SALISH WEAVE COLLECTION  -  BOX SET III 

The Salish Weave Collection is a private collection of contemporary Coast Salish art that weaves together the 

distinctive forms and designs of established and emerging artists.  The collection stems from and resides mainly 

on traditional Coast Salish Territories.  The purpose of the collection is to support and promote awareness of 

artists who are contributing to the revival of Coast Salish art. 

(More information about the Salish Weave Collection can be found at salishweave.com) 

Title/Object:  The Moon and the Pond  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Artist:  Dylan Thomas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Moon and the Pond – Dylan Thomas – 2012. This design was inspired 

by a poem by the Zen poet Takuan. The moon has no intent to cast its shadow 

anywhere, nor does the pond design to lodge the moon. How serene the water 

of Hirosawa” This poem points to a lesson of acceptance. The moon does not 

reject the pond nor does the pond reject the moon. They both simply are and 

with no intention or will from either of them they create a profoundly 

beautiful scene. Human beings have a problem with acceptance. We suffer 

when we want what we cannot have or have what we do not want. We tend 

to reject ‘ugly’ things like death, when it is as natural as the “beauty” of birth. 

When humans can learn to live as the moon and pond do, and reject nothing, 

we will live far happier lives. 

Dylan Thomas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Born in Victoria, B.C. in 1986, Dylan Thomas is a Coast Salish artist 

descended from the Lyackson First Nation, Valdes Island, B.C.  Dylan was 

exposed to Coast Salish art at a young age as his family upheld their culture 

and participated in their traditions. 

Dylan has trained in jewelry design with the late artist Seletze, also known 

as Delmar Johnnie.  He has apprenticed with renowned Kwakwaka’wakw 

artist Rande Cook in all other media.  Some of Dylan’s artistic influences are 

Susan Point, Robert Davidson and the late Art Thompson. 

The Moon and the Pond 

Dylan Thomas, 2011 
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SALISH WEAVE COLLECTION  -  BOX SET III 

The Salish Weave Collection is a private collection of contemporary Coast Salish art that weaves together the 

distinctive forms and designs of established and emerging artists.  The collection stems from and resides mainly 
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SALISH WEAVE COLLECTION  -  BOX SET III 

The Salish Weave Collection is a private collection of contemporary Coast Salish art that weaves together the 

distinctive forms and designs of established and emerging artists.  The collection stems from and resides mainly 

on traditional Coast Salish Territories.  The purpose of the collection is to support and promote awareness of 

artists who are contributing to the revival of Coast Salish art. 

(More information about the Salish Weave Collection can be found at salishweave.com) 

Title/Object:  InSight  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Artist:  Maynard Johnny Jr. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

This print design originated as a drum by Maynard Johnny Jr. The 

iconography is principally of powerful Eagle and contained in the eye is 

another reference to Eagle as well as Salmon with which Eagle has a 

significant relationship. Using the traditional Coast Salish vocabulary of 

circles, crescents and trigons, Maynard Johnny Jr. distributes the attributes of 

Eagle and Salmon. By having an eye within the eye of Eagle, the idea of 

inward reflection is expressed.  

Kerry Mason, M.A. Art History 

Maynard Johnny Jr. was born in 1973 in Campbell River, B.C.  He is a 

descendant of both the Kwakwaka’wakw and Coast Salish Nations and thus 

has inherited a unique blend of culture and tradition. 

Maynard is a self-taught artist who has been working since his teens.  He 

draws inspiration from many Northwest Coast artists and particularly 

admires the late Art Thompson, Richard Hunt, Robert Davidson and Mark 

Henderson.  Maynard’s principal endeavor is graphic design; his logo designs 

have garnered a number of awards.  He also enjoys carving masks and panels. 

Maynard’s artwork has been exhibited at Alcheringa Gallery, Victoria, B.C., 

the Art Gallery of Greater Victoria, the Museum of Arts and Design, in New 

York and at The National  September 11 Memorial and Museum. 

InSight 

Maynard Johnny Jr., 2015 
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SALISH WEAVE COLLECTION  -  BOX SET III 

The Salish Weave Collection is a private collection of contemporary Coast Salish art that weaves together the 

distinctive forms and designs of established and emerging artists.  The collection stems from and resides mainly 

on traditional Coast Salish Territories.  The purpose of the collection is to support and promote awareness of 

artists who are contributing to the revival of Coast Salish art. 

(More information about the Salish Weave Collection can be found at salishweave.com) 

Title/Object:  CommuniTIES  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Artist:  lessLIE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In this print, lessLIE expressed the idea of connection, balance and cultural 

resilience. The design elements all relate to the sacred number of 4 which 

represents the four worlds, four states of being, four stages of life, four 

directions, four winds, four moons, four tides, four year life cycle for the 

salmon and much more. The energy of the print is inherent in the circular 

spindle whorl design and emphasized by the placement of the crescents and 

inward directed trigons. The four faces represent initiated members of the 

Coast Salish cultural group, often referred to as Speakers. Between the four 

beings are the four individual circles representing the circle of life, the sun 

and the moon, the blow hole of a whale, the Salmon egg, berries and the power 

points of an individual most notable the navel.  

Kerry Mason, M.A. Art History 
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SALISH WEAVE COLLECTION  -  BOX SET III 

The Salish Weave Collection is a private collection of contemporary Coast Salish art that weaves together the 

distinctive forms and designs of established and emerging artists.  The collection stems from and resides mainly 

on traditional Coast Salish Territories.  The purpose of the collection is to support and promote awareness of 

artists who are contributing to the revival of Coast Salish art.   

(More information about the Salish Weave Collection can be found at salishweave.com) 

Title/Object:  Celebration of Life  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Artist:  Susan A. Point 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the hallmarks of [Susan Point] printmaking is the exquisite gradation of 

tones that she achieves while expressing both traditional Coast Salish concepts 

and iconography and her own personal experiences. In this print, Susan Point, 

as usual, combines complex ideas. On one level, there is a view underwater of 

Frogs in their natural environment. The overall design is of a spindle whorl 

reminding the viewer of Coast Salish territory and importance of the Fraser 

River. The concept of visual punning is employed with the circles representing 

tadpole eggs, eyes of several beings as well as the Frog, and the central circle 

also belongs as the spindle hole in the whorl. The circle of life and the 

celebration of life are successfully conveyed.  

Kerry Mason, M.A. Art History 

Susan Point, born in 1952, is a Coast Salish artist from the Musqueam First 

Nation in Vancouver, B.C.  Susan was taught the traditional values of her culture 

and the legends of her people by her late mother, Edna Grant-Point and her late 

uncle, Dominic Point.  Susan began her artistic career in January 1981 designing 

and creating jewelry.  At that time, Coast Salish art was not as well-
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SALISH WEAVE COLLECTION  -  BOX SET III 
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SALISH WEAVE COLLECTION  -  BOX SET IV 

The Salish Weave Collection is a private collection of contemporary Coast Salish art that weaves together the 

distinctive forms and designs of established and emerging artists.  The collection stems from and resides mainly 

on traditional Coast Salish Territories.  The purpose of the collection is to support and promote awareness of 

artists who are contribut
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SALISH WEAVE COLLECTION  -  BOX SET IV 

The Salish Weave Collection is a private collection of contemporary Coast Salish art that weaves together the 

distinctive forms and designs of established and emerging artists.  The collection stems from and resides mainly 

on traditional Coast Salish Territories.  The purpose of the collection is to support and promote awareness of 

artists who are contributing to the revival of Coast Salish art.   

(More information about the Salish Weave Collection can be found at salishweave.com) 

Title/Object:  Discovery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Artist:  Susan A. Point  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

With a limited contemporary pastel palette, Susan Point has assembled the main 

iconography features of Coast Salish art. A rhythmic flow of line connects salmon, 

killerwhales, eagles, ravens and moons in both positive and negative space. While 
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(cont’d) 

Susan Point, born in 1952, is a Coast Salish artist from the Musqueam First 

Nation in Vancouver, B.C.  Susan was taught the traditional values of her 

culture and the legends of her people by her late mother, Edna Grant-Point and 

her late uncle, Dominic Point.  Susan began her artistic career in January 1981 

designing and creating jewelry.  At that time, Coast Salish art was not as well-

known as other First Nations art of the northwest coast.  Eager to learn more 

about Salish art form, Susan researched and consulted with museums and 

libraries in Canada and the USA as well as her uncle, Professor Michael Kew, 

at the University of British Columbia.  Susan has been instrumental in the 

renaissance of Coast Salish art both in Canada and the United States.  She 

renders designs inspired by traditional images such as that of the spindle whorl 

and uses non-traditional materials and techniques in paper, glass, bronze, wood, 

concrete, polymer, stainless steel, and cast iron. 

Susan has been awarded numerous public art commissions including the 

Vancouver International Airport, the Museum of Anthropology at the 

University of British Columbia, the Vancouver Convention Center, Stanley 

Park, the National M
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SALISH WEAVE COLLECTION  -  BOX SET IV 

The Salish Weave Collection is a private collection of contemporary Coast Salish art that weaves together the 

distinctive forms and designs of established and emerging artists.  The collection stems from and resides mainly 

on traditional Coast Salish Territories.  The purpose of the collection is to support and promote awareness of 

artists who are contributing to the revival of Coast Salish art.  

 (More information about the Salish Weave Collection can be found at salishweave.com) 

 

Title/Object:  Transformation
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SALISH WEAVE COLLECTION  -   BOX SET IV 

The Salish Weave Collection is a private collection of contemporary Coast Salish art that weaves together the 

distinctive forms and designs of established and emerging artists.  The collection stems from and resides mainly 

on traditional Coast Salish Territories.  The purpose of the collection is to support and promote awareness of 

artists who are contributing to the revival of Coast Salish art.  

(More information about the Salish Weave Collection can be found at salishweave.com) 

 

Title/Object:  Wolves  

 

 

 

 

 

Artist:  lessLIE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

This design is inspired by a Coast Salish carved comb. Three Salish design 

elements (oval, trigon and crescent) create two wolf heads and the abstract 

depiction of the anatomical features of the wolves. 

lessLIE 

 Born in 1973 in Duncan, B.C, lessLIE is Coast Salish of Cowichan, Penelakut, 

Esquimalt, Irish, Italian and French descent.  lessLIE has a BA in First Nations 

Studies from Malaspina University-
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SALISH WEAVE COLLECTION  -   BOX SET IV 

The Salish Weave Collection is a private collection of contemporary Coast Salish art that weaves together the 

distinctive forms and designs of established and emerging artists.  The collection stems from and resides mainly 

on traditional Coast Salish Territories.  The purpose of the collection is to support and promote awareness of 

artists who are contributing to the revival of Coast Salish art.  

 (More information about the Salish Weave Collection can be found at salishweave.com) 
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