


Introduction 

The negotiation and adoption of this Local Education Agreement (LEA) provides a 

significant opportunity for Penelakut Tribe and School District 79 Cowichan Board 

of Education to focus attention on improving educational outcomes for Penelakut 

Tribe students and on developing the relationship necessary to accomplish that 

mutual goal. 

The gap in educational outcomes between First Nation Students and non-First 

Nation students is a persisting legacy of colonialism, and concerted efforts and 

proactive measures are required to ensure academic success for fill First _Nation 

students. This will contribute to reconciliation in education. 

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission's 94 Calls to Action and the United 

Nationm p  
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f. Ensure that supports and services are available for all Penelakut
Tribe learners who are involved in the winter longhouse tradition
and/or other Penelakut Tribe cultural activities that may for certain
periods take them away from attending school These
circumstances shall be reviewed by Penelakut Tribe or designate
and the Board of Education or designate to determine supports
and/or academic credits that may apply.

g. Make sure a holistic comprehensive educational plan that

supports any areas of vulnerability is developed and implemented

for each Penelakut Tribe student with particular attention to the
development of strong literacy, numeracy and Core Competencies.

h. Ensure that each Penelakut Tribe student who is capable, graduates
with a Dogwood Certificate, that prepares them to pursue any life
path they choose including post-secondary education or
employment.

i. Ensure supports and services are available to all Penelakut Tribe
students requiring learning assistance or other educational

supports, including but not limited to students with special needs.

j. Work with supporting agencies, including Kwumut Lelum to ensure
appropriate supports are implemented to assist students in foster,
adoptive, or other types of care.

k. A future looking plan will be jointly developed with the
parent/guardian, student (as appropriate), Penelakut Tribe and
School District staff that provides support and opportunities for
those students who, based on appropriate assessment and
designations, have a significant cognitive impairment that will
preclude them from graduating with a Dogwood. This plan will be
designed to assist the student in achieving success after completing
school. As outlined in Section 2.4 g of this Agreement, parents will
be notified and included in the planning of their child's plan.

I. That the Board of Education and Penelakut Tribe will jointly address
Penelakut Tribe student at risk of becoming and early leaver and
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